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The magnificent establishment of Saint-Cyr, fol-
lowed closely upon the revocation of the edict of
Nantes. Madame de Montespan had founded at Paris
an establishment for the instruction of young girls in
all sorts of fine and ornamental work. Emulation
gave Madame de Maintenon higher and vaster views
which, whilst gratifying the poor nobility, would cause
her to be regarded as protectress in whom all the no-
bility would feel interested. She hoped to smooth the
way for a declaration of her marriage, by rendering
herself illustrious by a monument with which she could
amuse both the King and herself, and which might
serve her as a retreat if she had the misfortune to lose
him, as in fact it happened.

This declaration of her marriage was always her most
ardent desire. She wished above all things to be pro-
claimed Queen; and never lost sight of the idea. Once
she was near indeed upon seeing it gratified. The
King had actually given her his word, that she should
be declared; and the ceremony was forthwith about
to take place. But it was postponed, and for ever, by
the representations of Louvois to the King. To this
interference that minister owed his fall, and under cir-
cumstances so surprising and so strange, that I can-
not do better, I think, than introduce an account of
them here, by way of episode. They are all the more
interesting because they show what an unlimited power
Madame de Maintenon exercised by subterranean
means, and with what patient perseverance she under-
mined her enemies when once she had resolved to
destroy them.

Louvois had gained the confidence of the King to